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Association of Professors of Gynecology and obstetrics (APGO)

Surgical Education 
Scholars Program

The Surgical Education Scholars Program is one of 
APGO’s most prestigious Capstone Programs. The 
goal of this program is to provide a mechanism, on a 
national level, that develops confident, professional 
surgical educators who are prepared to implement 
surgical curricula at teaching institutions across the 
United States and Canada. The program also strives 

to prepare participants to conduct multi-
institutional research and validation of surgical 
education methodologies, which, in turn, will 
improve women’s health care.  Graduates of this 
program will be prepared and expected to fulfill 
major surgical education responsibilities and 
positions within their medical centers. 

Skills Gained
by graduates

career trajectories
for graduates

Upon completion of the curriculum, it is         
expected that the graduate will be skilled in:

•	Conducting needs assessments
•	Small team/one-on-one clinical instruction in 	
	 low- and high-tech surgical settings
•	Implementing patient safety techniques 	
	 while teaching
•	Employing surgical checklists
•	Assessment of learner performance/ 
	 knowledge
•	Giving constructive feedback to learners
•	Small team and one-on-one management 	
	 and leadership skills
•	Conducting surgical education research     	
	 projects 

Graduates of the Surgical Education Scholars 
Program have gone on to become residency         
program directors, assistant/associate residency 
program directors, fellowship directors, directors of 
surgical programs, directors of surgical simulations, 
research mentors, research directors, surgical 
curriculum leads for residency programs, GYN 
division directors and quality/safety officers for GYN. 

For more information about the Surgical Education 
Scholars Program, visit www.apgo.org/SES

Deadline to apply: may 13, 2016



FACULTY LIST

Nancy Gaba, MD—co-chair
George Washington University

Arthur Ollendorff, MD—co-chair
Mountain Area Health Education Center, NC

Ted Anderson, MD, PhD—faculty
Vanderbilt University

Erika Banks, MD
Albert Einstein College of Medicine Montefiore Medical Center

John Fischer, MD
Uniformed Services University

Karen Noblett, MD
University of California, Riverside

Steven Swift, MD
Medical University of South Carolina

Robert Flora, MD, MBA, MPH
Faculty Technical Advisor

Ann Thomas, RN, BSN, BSRRT
Faculty Technical Advisor

APPLICATION INFORMATION

ELIGIBILITY: APGO members in good standing. 

APPLICATION SCHEDULE AND PROCEDURE: The call for applications opens every other year in March with an April deadline. 
Please have the following prepared to upload with your online application. Please save all documents together as one PDF. 
•	 A biosketch (NIH Format) detailing educational experience;
•	 Completed and signed Statement of Department Chair Commitment and Support
•	 A separate cover letter from your chair stating what he/she expects the value of your participation will be to your university or 	
	 instutition; and 
•	  A statement describing your personal goals and objectives for this course (limited to two pages double-spaced), indicating 	
	 why you want to participate in this course and how you intend to use the knowledge and skills gained from this experience.  	
	 Note: This is different from the personal statement in the Biosketch form.

			    
APPLICATION DEADLINE: April 27, 2016

NOTIFICATION: An APGO selection committee comprised of Surgical Education Scholars Program chairs, faculty and other APGO 
leaders will review the applications. Scholars will be notified of the disposition of their applications by May 31, 2016. 

START DATE: September 2016

RANKING CRITERIA: All candidates must hold membership in APGO and have a strong interest in and evidence of participation 
in ob-gyn education activities. It is expected that all candidates have abundant practical experience in a wide variety of ob-gyn 
surgical procedures and use of surgical equipment. Surgical procedures and use of surgical equipment will not be taught in this 
course; rather, they will be used as vehicles to demonstrate surgical education methodologies and patient safety. Preference is 
given to individual who currently fulfill defined surgical administrative positions. 

TUITION COST: $3,500, plus non-refundable $75 application fee

WESTIN ANNAPOLIS HOTEL, ANNAPOLIS, MD
September 16-17, 2016

HYATT REGENCY ORLANDO, FL
March 7-8, 2017 (APGO SES Program)
March 8-11, 2017 (CREOG & APGO Annual Meeting)

LOCATION TBA
September 2017

Graduation
GAYLORD NATIONAL HOTEL AND CONVENTION CENTER, 
NATIONAL HARBOR, MD
February 27-28, 2018 (APGO SES Program)
February 28-March 3, 2018 (CREOG & APGO Annual Meeting)

REQUIRED MEETING DATES (FOR THE 2016-2018 CYCLE)

To apply, visit www.apgo.org/ses
APGO | 2130 Priest Bridge Drive | Suite 7 | Crofton, MD 21114

Phone: 410-451-9560 | Email: mkpoe@apgo.org

https://www.apgo.org/binary/biosketchsample.docx
http://www.apgo.org/binary/Affirmation%20of%20Dept%20Chair%20(16-18).pdf

